[Genetic predispositions in drug allergy: the role of HLA].
The pathophysiology of drug allergy is complex and relies on the interaction between the drug and the immune system in combination with environmental factors, in particular viruses. Genetic predisposition plays an important role in drug allergy. Recent publications have shown the importance of HLA genes, particularly in the delayed hypersensitivity reactions. In fact, particular HLA alleles were identified as risk factors in the development of severe allergic reactions to certain drugs, identifying people at risk of hypersensitivity before initiation of specific treatment. In the future, identification of other alleles in HLA genes will improve patients care by preventing hypersensitivity reactions associated with significant morbidity and mortality.